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Following the most recent in a se-
riesof assaults that took place
within the pus community, Uni-

| versity officials and pnlme are advis-

ing female students, in particular; to
take extra precautions to ensure their
safety.

According to a news release from
Bill Murphy, associate chancellor
for public affairs, a University stu-
dent was sexually assaulted last

WEDNESDAY

“u—lt spurs safety concern

Thursday at about 10 a.m. while in
her apartment located in southeast
Urbana. *

“The woman was in her apartment

when she noticéd a man standing in
her doorway. He threatened her with
a fire extinguisher, demanded mon-
ey, then sexually assaulted her,” the
release said.

This assault is eonmdered to be the
fourth in a series of recent stranger
assaults in Urbana, Murphy said.

“The police feel there may be a
connection” between the four Ur-
bana assaults and one that recertly

took place in southwest Champaign,
said Champaign Police Chief Don
Carter. The victim was not a Univer-
sity student in the Champaign as-
sault, Carter said.

According to statistics in a report
from the Champaign County State’s
Attorney’s Office, between Sept. 1
and Detc. 22 of last year, four sexual
assaults against University females
occurred in addition to the other five
assaults.

In two of those cases, the students
were said to be attacked by acquain-
tances, while the other two involved

attacks by strangers, according to

the report.

Although University officials have
no current plans to increase security
as a result of these assaults, efforts
to increase safety on campus have
been ongoing since the murder of
University employee Maria Pia Grat-
ton in October, Murphy said.

Safety measures include the instal-
lation of more emergency phones and
the increase in lighting around cam-

more Assault on 6

Bad checks
land students

BY DEBORAH MORA
ADMINISTRATION REPORTER

Several University stu-
dents have recently found
their names listed on the
World Wide Web—for writ-
ing bad checks. -

Listed on the World Wide
Web homepage of Suburban
Expresa. 502 E. John St.,

paign, are the names ol’

customers who have paid for
their bus tickets with bad
checks, as well as people the
company plans to sue.
* After clicking on a name, a.
scanned-in version of the ac-
tual bounced check appears
on the scréen, complete with
an address, phone number
and social security number.

Suburban Express also.de-

tails how one can “get onto
this page:"

@ "“Write a bad check and
fail to make good on the check
and the $25 service charge.”

@ “(optional) Be sued by

- more Checks on 6

Ball of fun

Members of Sigma Chi fraternity attempt to roll a yard full of snow into a ball Tuesday éﬁemfaon in
Just having some good old pledge class unity,” one

Jfront of their house on Armory Avenue. “We'
member said.
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FROM PAGE ONE

continued from 1
As scon as University officials
review the details of the sexual as-

saults, such as the time of day the
- assaults occurred, the location of

_ the attacks, as well as other infor- ’

mation, the University will develop

. tyon

campus.
lnthamundmo.poﬂﬂmw

ing students to:

@  Keep doors us! windows

‘lockedwhmathome.emdurinl

daylight hours.

® nnamotuurrmdinulnd
ntehl‘onulplcionu peraonnnd
vehicles.

@ Travel in groups and in well-lit
areas when out at night.
@ Report any unusual activities

ments should also refrain from
propping open their security
doors. ;

But the most important safety tip

students should keep in miud is
communication, Fiesta said.

“Let people know where you are |

and if you're in danger,” she said.

further strategies to increase safe-

Checks

“-
@ “(optional) Fail to satisfy any
- judgmient against you.”

Several bad check writers who
were listed on the homepage were
not aware ' names were includ-
edonit. 2

Andrew Bird, freshman in FAA,
said, “It kind of angers me especial-
ly since the bad check wasn't my
fault.”

“I don’t know what purpose it
serves except to ridicule other peo-
ple,” said another person on the list,
Rogelio Aranda, senior in commu-

Several Internet newsgroups on

campus have challenged Suburban .

Express’s practice of posting peo-
ple’s names along with their
bounced checks on the Web.

Joe Gross, senior in engineering

and subscriber to the newsgroup,
said he thinks such practices will
hurt Suburban Express's business.
“It shows they’re a bunch of slime-
balls,” Gross said. :

Steve Helle, professor of commu-_
nication law, said the publicizing of
the bounced checks on the Web does
provide possible grounds for inva-
sion of privacy because the private
checks are not a matter of public
record. i

However, Helle said the matter
depends on whether a jury would
think the action was “highly offen-
sive to a reasonable person.”

However, business practices of

prominently posting bad checks are
not uncommon, said Stuart Laird,
president of the Champaign County
chapter of the Illinois Division of
the American Civil Liberties Union.

Laird said when a customer pays
a merchant, both parties enter into
a contract together. Therefore,
when the customer offers payment
with a bad check, the contract is vi-
olated and the merchant has the
right to publicize the customer’s
name and check.

In short, Laird said, “If you don't
want to be on the Web, don't write a
bad check.”

Suburban Express officials re-
fused to comment on its practice.
However, its homepage states,
“Send complaints about this page
to: Your Mother.”

lnapan.

Tha Pormogrepher (KR)
‘450 720 930 (11:40)

Vo B By Sea (W) 11:20* 120 320
520 735 845 (11:45)

Wiailing |
425 650 @15 (11:45)

Eye For An Eye (W) 11:30" 130
230 530 745 950 (1150)
1220 245

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17, 1998

Hoat (R) 1215 345 7:30 (10:45)

Qeumplor 0id Men (PG13) 1230
240 445 7.25 230 (11:40)
”nmwswm
820 (1130)

12 Monkmys () 1145 210 435
7:00 &40 (1200) &
Bic-Dome (POLY) 11:15° 115 15
515 715 15 (11:15)

Father of the Bride 2 (PQ) 12 10
230 440 720 840 (11:45)

Tom & Huck (PG) 11.00° 1255
210510790 °

FREE 32 OZ. DRINK COUP()!

s With the purchase of a 85 oz. large Popcorn,
§ receive a FREE 32 oz. DRINK!
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NEEDED FOR
SPRING SEMESTER

Uanrslty of lllinois Police Department
is looking for honest, hard-working

le to fill student patrol positions.
ll:ne::‘:e include: serving as the eves and
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